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Chief Secbjjtauy’s Office, 

Dublin Castle, 

29f7i July, 1918. 


Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th 
instant, forwarding, for submission to His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, the Fiftieth Report of the Deputy Keeper of 
the Public Records and Keeper of the State’ Papers in Ireland. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed), J. J. TAYLOR. 


The Deputy Keeper, 

Public Record Office of Ireland, 
Four Courts, Dublin. 
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THE FIFTIETH REPORT 


OF THE 


DEPUTY KEEPER OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
AND KEEPER OF TIIE STATE PAPERS 
IN IRELAND. 


TO FIELD MARSHAL THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
VISCOUNT FRENCH, 

LORD LI 151} TEN AN T- ( 1 EN ERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND - 

May it Please your Excellency, 

I respectfully beg to submit my Report, under the direction 
of the Right Honourable the Master of the Rolls, and pursuant 
to the ‘24th section of the Public Records (Ireland) Act, 1867, 
on the proceedings had during the year 1917 in connection with 
the Public Records of Ireland. 

1. The work of this Department continues to be adversely 
affected by the continuation of the War. The difficulties in the 
way oi: printing and bookbinding are almost insuperable; and 
the effective strength of the Staff has been greatly reduced : 
some of the Officers have died of wounds received in action, 
others are serving with His Majesty’s Forces, and it became 
necessary to lend an Officer to another Department, early in the 
year, owing to the urgent necessity there. 

2. I regret to have to report the death of Mr. Harold Thorp, a 
Class 1. clerk, who enlisted in the Royal Army Medical Corps 
in 1915. lie received the Military Medal for “ gallant conduct 
anil fine behaviour ” in 1916, and he died of his wounds while 
serving with the British Expeditionary Force in France on 22nd 
September, 1917. He was educated at Sedbergh School, York- 
shire, in the years 1895-9, where he obtained several prizes. He 
went thence to Wadham College, Oxford, in 1899, as an open 
Classical Scholar, and he obtained first class honours in the 
Intermediate examination (Moderations) and second class in the 
Degree examination ( Literal Hmnaniores), As a member of 
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tlie Oxford Union he was exceptionally brilliant and much appre- 
ciated : he was elected Librarian, Treasurer and Secretary of this 
Society and lie was a strong candidate for the Presidency. He 
entered the Inland Revenue Department by competitive exami- 
nation as a Class I. clerk in 1904, and he exchanged from that 
Office in 1911 so that he should be engaged on more congenial 
work in this Department. Soon after the outbreak of the War 
he felt it was his absolute duty to assist the Forces of the 
Crown : he joined a non-combatant branch of the Army from 
conscientious motives and rendered constant good service until 
his death. He died before he had reached the age of thirty- 
seven years and all who knew him at School, at College, in the 
Civil Service, or in the Army will always remember him with 
feelings of friendship, respect and regret. 

3. I am happy to report that no casualty occurred during the 
year to the other members of the Staff serving with His 
Majesty’s Forces. 

4. A Class I. Clerk was lent to the Chief Secretary's Office on 
22nd February, 1917, and he has been serving there since that 
date. The pressure of work had become exceptionally severe in 
that Department, a Class I. Clerk was required and as it had 
become impossible to procure one by Civil Service examination 
or transfer from another Department it became necessary to 
make an appeal for help to this Office. 

5. The delay in issuing the “ Guide to the Records in the 
Public Record Office of Ireland ” has been unavoidable. Owing 
to the circumstances of the time stringent regulations concern- 
ing printing became necessary and an arrangement was made 
with the consent of the Treasury and the Stationery Office that 
this Guide should be set up in type but that it should not be 
printed off for the present. This arrangement will prevent the 
work from being prejudiced by any untoward circumstances and 
it can be printed off' without delay at the very first opportunity. 

6. There was a substantial increase during the year in the 
applications for evidence of age in connection with claims for 
Old Age Pensions : the Fees on official copies increased accord- 
ingly over those for the year 1916. 

RECEIPT OP RECORDS. 

There were received during the year 

7. From the Record and Writ Office, Chancery Division : — 

Affidavits, 1894-6; Index to, 1893-5. 

Appearance Bools, 1894-6. 

Cause Books, 1894-G. 

Certificates, Chief Clerks’, 1894-6; Index to, 1892-5. 
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Certificates of Lower Scale, 1893-6. 

Claim, Statements of, 1894-6. 

Commissions and Returns (Married Women, etc.), 1888-94. 

Consents, 1894-6. 

Deed Rolls, 1894-6. 

Defences, 1894-6. 

Depositions and Evidence, 1894-6. 

Judgments affecting real Estate, Memoranda of Registry of, 1894-6. 

,, Memoranda of (obtained after 15th July, 1850), 1894-6. 
Memoranda of Service of Notices of Decrees, Orders and Judgments, 
1889-95. 

Miscellaneous Documents, Indexes to, 1894-6. 

Motions and Summonses (Land Judge’s), 1894-6. 

,, ,, ,, ( ,, ,, ), Entry Books, 1892-3. 

,, ,, ,, Entry Books, 1894-6. 

,, Notices of, 1894-6. 

Notices, Common (Land Judge’s), 1894-6. 

,, of Appeal, 1894-6. 

Orders, Court of Appeal, 1893-6. 

,, Land Judge’s, appointing Receivers, etc., 1894-5 ; Index to, 1892-5. 
,, Lord Chancellor’s Court and Chamber, 1894-6. 

,, ,, ,, Chamber (Original), 1894-6. 

,, Rolls Court and Chamber, 1894-6. 

,, ,, ,, Chamber (Original), 1894-6. 

,, Side Bar, 1892-4. 

,, Vice Chancellor’s Court and Chamber, 1893-6. 

,, ,, ,, Chamber (Original), 1894-6. 

Orders, Indexes to, 1894-6. 

,, to Vacate, 1876-96. 

,, and Notices (Common), 1894.-6. 

,, ,, ,, ( ,, ), Entry Books, 1893-6. 

Patent Rolls, 1894-6. 

Petitions and Originating Notices, 1894-6: Indexes to, 1894-6. 

Praecipes, 1894-6. 

Receivers’ Accounts, 1894-6; Index to, 1892-5. 

Recognizances (Original), 1894-6. 

,, (Rolls), 1894-6. 

Replies and Joinders of Issue, 1894-6. 

Satisfactions of Judgments and Vacates of Recognizances (Lis Pendens and 
Bond), Memoranda of, 1894-5. 

Searches (Negative), Requisitions for, 1894-6. 

Solicitors’ Apprentices, Indentures of, 1894-6; Index to, 1869-86. 

,, ,, ,, ,, Affidavits for Enrolment of, 1894-6. 

., Licences, Registry Books, 1890-6. 

Summons, Writs of (Chancery), 1894-6. 

Summonses, 1894-6. 

,, (Originating Administration), 1894-6. 

Writs, (Exchequer), Index to, 1896. 

,, (Queen’s Bench), Index to, 1896. 

,, returned by the. Sheriff, 1886-96. 

8. From the Office of Registrar in Lunacy : — 

Accounts, 1895-0. 

Affidavits, 1895-6. 

Orders, Petitions and Reports, 1895-6. 


9. From the Consolidated Taxing Office : — 

Certifying Cost Book (Master Davis), 1895-0. 

Costs, Certified (Master Coffey), 1896. 

,, ,, (Master Coffey), Solicitor and Client, 1896. 
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Costs, Certified (.Master Davis), 1896. 

,, ,, (Master Davis), Solicitor and Client, 1*96. 

.. ,, (Master Mathews), 1896. 

,, ,, (Master Mathews), Solicitor and Client, 1890. 

Receipt Book for Costs, 1896. 

10. From the King’s Bench Division (Probate.), Principal 
Registry 

Affidavits Icadinif to Citations, 1896. 

,, of Scripts, 1896. 

Appearance Book (Divorce and Matrimonial Causes), 1871-96. 

Caveat Book, 1896. 

Contentious Papers, 1896. 

Day Book, 1896. 

Grunt Books, 1896. 

,, ,, (District), 1896. 

•Judgments, 1896. 

Matrimonial Cause Papers, 1890. 

Order Book (Side Bar), (Renunciations), 1893-6. 

Orders (Court), 1896. 

Papers leading to Grants of Probate and Administration, 1896. 

Rule Book (Court), 1896. 

,, ,, (Registrar’s), 1896. 

Schedules, 1896. 

Warning Certificate Book, 1893-6. 

Will Books, 1896. 

,, ,, (District), 1896. 

Wills, 1896. 

,, (Unproved), 1896. 

11. Prom the Armagh District Probate Registry : — 

Grant Book (Probates), 1896. 

,, ,, (Intestacies), 1896. 

,, ,, (Admons., Wills annexed), 1896. 

Renunciations, 1896. 

Wills and Papers leading to Grants of Probate and Administration, 1896; 
Index to, 1895-6. 

12 . Prom the Belfast District Probate Registry : — 

Application Book, 1894-6. 

Grant Book (Admons., Wills annexed), 1896. 

,, ,, (Admons., De Bonis Non), 1896. 

,, ,, (Intestacies), 1896. 

,i ,, (Probates), 1896. 

Renunciations, 1896. 

Wills and Papers leading to Grants of Probate and Administration, 1896: 
Index to, 1896. 

13 . Prom the Cavan District Probate Registry : — 

Caveats, 1895. 

Wills and Papers leading to Grants of Probate and Administration, 1895. 

14 . Prom the Cork District Probate Registry : — 

Wills and Papers loading to Grants of Probate and Administration, 1896. 

15 . Prom the Kilkenny District Probate Registry ; — 

Wills and Papers leading to Grants of Probate and Administration, 1896. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



OF THIS PUBLIC RECORDS IN IRELAND. 


7 


16. From the Mullingar District Probate Registry : — 

Wills aud Papers leading to Grants of l’l-ubatu and Administration, lS'.IB. 

17. From the Tuam District Probate Registry : — 

Caveats, 1896. 

Wills and Papers leading to Grants of Probate and Administration, 1890. 

18. From the Department of Woods, Forests and Land 
Revenues there were received 1)8 Deeds affecting the rights of 
the Grown. They consist of 51) conveyances of Quit and Oruwn 
Rents, 10 conveyances of Crown Property, and 18 Certificates of 
Apportionment of Crown Rent under the Irish Land Act of 1908. 

.11). Records liav,e been received from the Clerks of the Crown 
and Peace for the County of Dublin, the. Comity of the City of 
Dublin, the County of Londonderry, and the County of Water- 
ford, during the year; they are still waiting arrangement. 

ARRANGEMENT AND PRESERVATION OF RECORDS. 

SO. The arrangement of the ecclesiastical records received 
from the various Diocesan Registries has been continued. The 
collections of the following dioceses have been examined and 
arranged : namely Clogher, Derry and Raphoe, Down, Connor 
and Dromore, Kildare, Kilmore, Ardagh and Elphin, Meath, 
Ossory, Ferns and Leighlin, and Tuam, Killala and Achonry. 
Portions of the collections of the following dioceses have been 
examined and arranged : namely Cashel and Emly, Cork, Cloyne 
and Ross, and Waterford and Lismore. 

21. These collections contain a vast amount of material which 
was deposited here in a very confused state and much time and 
labour have been expended in its arrangement. During this 
process Administration Bonds, Marriage Licence Bonds and 
Parochial Returns have been discovered : these have been inter- 
polated in their proper series. 

22. Chancery Replications and Rejoinders have been arranged 
to the extent of 47 files : they have been relabelled with parch- 
ment labels and. stamped. Rome Bills and Answers found 
amongst them have been extracted and interpolated in their 
proper series. 

23. The flattening and classifying of a portion of a collection 
formerly transferred from the Office of the Clerk of the Crown 
and Peace, eo. Kerry, have been continued as opportunity 
offered . 

o\ The Wills and papers leading to Grants of Probate and 
Administration for the year 1895 have been stamped and 
partially checked during the year. 
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25. A portion of the Wills of the diocese of Connor, and 20 
bundles of Patents for Inventions have been stamped. 

20. Ten Chancery Bills, 10 Chancery Kants, 12 Administra- 
tion Bonds, 1,500 Census Returns, and 121 leaves of the Vestry 
Book of Ballybov Parish have been repaired. 

27. Thirty-six volumes of miscellaneous Records have been 
bound ; 31 volumes have been half bound and are waiting for 
materials to complete the binding. One hundred and twenty- 
two volumes of the Census Returns of 1851 for Dublin City have 
been arranged and sewn : they also are waiting for materials to 
complete the binding and at present are wrapped in brown paper 
and labelled. 


INDEXING AND CALENDARING. 

28. The time at the disposal of the Staff for calendaring the 
ancient Records or making Index Books has been very limited. 
The gaps in the ranks of the more junior of the Class I. clerks 
and the Supplementary clerks have become very serious owing 
to the War and it has been necessary to withdraw the more 
senior officers of these, grades from archival work in order to 
satisfy the daily demands of the legal professions and the public 
in connection with the modern Records. 

29. Work upon the preparation of a Catalogue of the Accounts 
on the Pipe Rolls has been continued by me to the roll a.r. 
xxij Ed. III. 

30. Progress has been made with the Calendar of the Jus- 
ticiary Roll (Placita), a.r. vj et vij Ed. II., by Mr. J. F. 
Morrissey, Assistant Keeper. 

31. A Calendar of the Exchequer Memorandum Roll a.r. iij 
Ed. II. lias been commenced by Mr. Chart ; he has also indexed 
the Calendars of the Exchequer Memorandum Rolls a.r. xxij 
et xxiij Ed. I., xxxj-v Ed. I., and j Hen. IV. 

32. Indexes to 5 Chancery Order Books have been checked. 

33. In consequence of the re-casting of the Diocesan Collec- 
tion it became necessary to make a new Detailed Index : the 
portions for the dioceses of Clogher and Dublin have been com- 
pleted. 

34. An Index of the names of the householders in Belfast in 
the Census Returns of 1851 has been commenced. A similar 
Index for Dublin City has been found exceedingly useful for Old 
Age Pension purposes. 
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35. Further progress has been made towards making the Con- 
solidated Index to the Calendars of Wills, Grants of Probate, 
Administrations, etc., for the years 1878-97. The names of the 
deceased persons, with the Registries and dates, have been ex- 
tracted from the Calendars almost to the end of 1893 : the ex- 
tracts for 1891-2 are not fully complete. 


PRINTING OF CALENDARS, INDEXES, AND 
RECORDS. 

36. The printing of the " Guide to the Records in the Public 
Record Office of Ireland ” has been delayed partly at the request 
of the Stationery Office on account of the War, and partly 
through a strike by the employees of the Government Printer. 
It is hoped that the printing of the Guide will be completed 
before the end of the year 1918. 


PROCEEDINGS UNDER PAROCHIAL RECORDS ACTS. 

37. Two Registers of the Parish of Granard were re-bound in 
this Office during the year. Several clergymen reported that 
some of their registers were in need of repair, but owing to the 
exigencies of the war, materials for re-binding could not be ob- 
tained, and the work had to be postponed. 

38. A new' safe having been provided in the Parish of Antrim, 
the Registers were permitted to remain in local custody under 
the existing Order. In the parish of Ivilbarron the Vestry Room 
was re-built, and the old safe re-erected. 

39. A further examination of the Vestry Book (1710-1792) 
belonging to the Parish of Ballvboy, referred to in my last re- 
port, shows that tire entries of baptisms, marriages and burials 
are confined to the years 1709-11, and 1747-8. 


40. Annual Reports upon the Registers in local custody were 
received from all the Parishes, with two exceptions, where Re- 
cords are in such custody under Retention Orders. 


SEARCH ROOM. 


41. The Stamps for fees on copies and inspections of Records 
during the year 1917 amounted to £1,137 '3s. 6 d. as follows : — 


Inspections (2973) 

Copies (568 folios), at 1 /- 
,, (87,715 folios), at 6d. 

,, Maps (29), 

Attendance (1) 


£ s. d. 
148 13 0 
28 8 0 
942 17 6 
15 2 0 
2 2 0 


Total ... ••• ••• £1,137 2 6 
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In iiddil ion to the above, fees to the amount of £3 '2s. 0d. on 
uupies required by Public I V|i;u1 menfe, anil fees to the amount 
of £6 (is. 0d. for Attendances in Court, were remitted. 


42. Inspections and Searches on behalf of Public Departments 
have been made, without fees, as follows : — 


Inland Revenue 

Local Government Hoard, Ireland. 
Local Government Board, England 
Local Government Board, Scotland 
Quit Rent Office 
Ulster King of Arms 
Board of Public Works 
Congested Districts Board 
Estate Duty Office 
Irish Land Commission ... 

Ollier Offices 


14. OHS 
69 
131 
210 
56 
316 
51 
13 
13 
15 
23 


Total ... 


14.991 


43. Certificates to the number of 2*26 were granted for inspec- 
tion of Records for literary purposes. Under these 6,235 
volumes, records and files were produced for literary readers dur- 
ing the year. 


Among the subjects of investigation may be mentioned : — 

Histories of the Dioceses of Cloyne, Cork, Dromore, Limerick, Ossory, 
Tuam; Histories of the Parishes of Cookstown. Derry loran, Enniskillen, 
Graugesilvae, Loughill, Portarliugton, Sengoe, Shanagolden; Histories of the 
Counties of Dublin, Gahvay, Kildare, Kilkenny, Londonderry, Longford, 
Louth, Tipperary, Tyrone, Waterford; History of the Barony of Eliogarty: 
History of Rt. Mary's Island, Wexford, Early Irish History, Commonwealth 
History, Ireland in the Seventeenth Century, Irish Constitutional History, 
Irish Martyrs, Charity Schools in Ireland in the Eighteenth Century, Cork 
place-names in 0 ’Daly’s Poems, Paper for the Presbyterian Historical 
Society, History of the Dominican Order in Ireland, Early Printing in 
Ireland, Irish musical instrument makers, Ulster topography, Overseers of 
Barracks iu Ireland, Families transplanted to Connaught. The Dublin 
Weavers’ Guild, Memoir of Pierce Ferriter, Ulster families, Unions etc. of 
Fermanagh parishes: Histories of the families of Armstrong, Bray, Bolton. 
Boyd, Braddell, Broderick, Browne, Bulteel, Burke, Butler, Caldbeck, 
Oavcuagb, Close, Colnian, Comyn, Corr, Crockett, Croftou, Crossart , 
Davidson, Davis, De Renzy, Disney, Dobbvn, Doran, Dowdall, Dowse, 
Eccles, Edwards, Ellis, Fcnon, Finn, French, Greenhorn, Guinness, 
Hackett, Henry, Higginbotham, Hillman, Hood, Hope, Hunt, Irwin, 
Jackson, Johnson, Keary, Kennedy, Keowen, King, Lalor, Lloyd, McCarthy, 
McClure, MacDcrmott, McMurtry, MacSwiney, Madden, Mathews, 
Maxwell, Moate, Hash, Norris, O’Callaghan, O’Doimelan, O’Ponoghue, 
O’Flaherty, 0 ’Gorman, ‘ O’Grady, O’Rourke, Perry, Pigot, P.yno, Richard- 
son, Ridgeway, Robinson, Seale, Sliiels, Riggins, Smyth, Sprntt, Stewart, 
Stokes, Stratford, Thunder, Vandeleur, Walsh, Warner, Webb, Weeks, 
Whitla, Wotton, Wrenn, and Yeates. 


44. Donations to the Library have been received from : — 

11 Signor L. Fumi, Sopraintendente del R. Archivio di B Stato in Milano. 
“ Annuario del R. Archivio di Si at o in Mihno , 1917.” 
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J ; ^estropp. M.R.I.A., the author, “A Study of the Legends of the 
Connacht Coast, Ireland”; copies of Papers read before the Royal Irish 
Academy entitled "On certain typical Earthworks and Rino-walls in 
County Limerick, 1917," and “The Ancient Sanctuaries of Knockainey 
and Llogher, Co. Limerick, and their Goddesses, 1917 and copies of 
Papers read before the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland entitled 
On certain Primitive Remains (Forts and Dolmens) in luimh and 
Kilieitner, Co. Clare, 1916,” “ Prehistoric Remains in north-western 
and central Co. Clare, 1917,” and "Notes on the Primitive Remains 
(Ports and Dolmens) in central Co. Clare, 1917.” 


STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

45. The Government Books and Papers received durine the 

year 1917 include : — ° 

Chief Secretary’s Office, Registered Papers of 1907-8, 
and Registers and Index Rooks thereto 
Convict Papers, 190S ... 

Law Opinions, 1907-8 
Sheriffs’ Appointment Papers, 1906-7 ... 

46. The Chief Secretary’s Office Papers have been checked 
and put up m cartons : the Registered Papers for 1907 in cartons 
483-1-94, and those for 1908 in cartons 4910-65 ; and the Convict 
Papers in cartons 4895-4909. 

u7. The State of the Country” Papers, excluded from the 
Official^ Papers, Second Series, have been arranged for the years 
1809-15 and put up in eight cartons. The portion of this col- 
lection now arranged covers the period 1790-1815. 

48. Further progress has been made with the arrangement 
and calendaring of the Official Papers, Second Series. The 
papers dealt with in 1917 are contained in cartons 537-60 and 
extend over the years 1808-16. 

49. An addition has been made to the Series of Crown Soli- 
citors’ Accounts referred to in paragraph 64 of the Forty-ninth 
Report : it extends over the years 1842-8 and has been extracted 
from the “ Unregistered Miscellaneous Collection” (pp. 39-40, 
Nineteenth. Report). The payments specified in these accounts 
fall under the following heads Crown Solicitor’s salary and 
office allowance ; fees to Law Officers and Crown Counsel", Ses- 
sional Crown Solicitors’ salaries and expenses ; fees, to Clerks of 
the Crown ; fees to Clerks of the Peace ; Crown Witnesses’ ex- 
penses ; and Miscellaneous. 

50. In anticipation of the Unregistered Miscellaneous Papers 
for 1821 being included in the Official Papers, Second Series, the 
Index entries for these papers have been amplified. 

51. Machine-copies of letters from the Chief Secretary’s 
Office, 1843-8, have been extracted from the Unregistered Mis- 
cellaneous Collection and have been put up in 19 bundles. 


6 vols. 

14 bundles. 
3 boxes. 

1 box. 
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52. Further^ progress has been made in thoroughly filling the 
cartons containing the Records of the Chief Secretary's Office: 
the papers for 1845-9 formerly occupying 261 cartons have now- 
been placed in 197 cartons. 

53. A considerable time was spent in identifying and inter- 
polating displaced papers of various series. 

54. The searches for Government Departments during the 
year numbered 465. 

Application to inspect a certain State Paper was made by Mr. 
H. S. Guinness. 

All which is humbly submitted to Your Excellency as my 
Report. 

Dated at the Public Record Office, Dublin, this 25th day of 
July, 1918. 

M. J. McENERY, 

Deputy Keeper of the Records and Keeper 
of the State Papers in Ireland. 


I humbly certify to your Excellency that this Report is made 
by the Deputy Keeper of the Records under my direction, 
pursuant to the Statute 30 and 31 Vic., c. 70. 

CHARLES A. O’CONNOR, 

M.R. 


12140. 3, 3, 3. S, 8, 626 7. 1919.— A. T. & Co., Ltd. 
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